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Competition Rules: NSMQ 2022 Regional Qualifiers 

Team composition  

• Each contest would have a minimum of three (3) schools and a maximum of six (6) as 
competitors. The number of schools competing in any contest depends on the total 
number of participating schools in that region.  

• The top runners-up from a previous contest would be invited to join another contest if 
there are not enough schools to make up the minimum number required for that 
contest. 

• Each school fields a team of two (2) contestants in each contest. Questions are posed to 
the school and not to individuals, so either team-member can answer.  

• Substitutions: Teachers can bring on the third contestant in place of any of the two 
contestants on stage. This can be done once in each contest, before the start of Round 3 
of the competition, i.e. The Round of True or False Statements 

• Knock-out basis: Schools compete on a knock-out basis, where losers are eliminated 
and winners qualify for the National Championship. 

 
Content and Rules of the Contest 

There will be four (4) rounds of competition per contest during the Regional Qualifiers. 

• Round 1 -- General Questions on Physics, Chemistry, Biology and Mathematics. This 
round tests students’ understanding of scientific concepts and theories, especially those 
that reflect Science and Mathematics as applied to our everyday life situations.  Here, the 
contestants apply the science they learn at school to their immediate surroundings in 
practical terms.  

o Questions are posed in sets of equal strength so that no school has an advantage 
in “softness,” or is disadvantaged in the “toughness” of questions.  

o Contestants have 10 seconds to answer a question, and it is on one attempt only.  
o A correct answer gives three (3) points.  If the school is unsuccessful, the question 

is thrown to the other schools, who then ring the bell for the opportunity to 
answer the question as a bonus.  

o The first school to ring the bell answers the question for one (1) point, if correct, 
or have one (1) point deducted from the points it has already accrued, if the 
answer is wrong. Since this bonus attempt will only be made available to the first 
school to ring the bell, this deduction is meant to deter schools from deliberately, 
or maliciously blocking other schools from attempting to answer that bonus 
question. 

 
• Round 2 -- Speed race: Questions are thrown to all schools and the first to answer 

correctly gets three (3) points.  
o Should the answer be wrong, the other two schools are given the opportunity to 

ring the bell to answer the question for two (2) points, if correct. 
o If the second answer is wrong, the third school is given the opportunity to answer 

the question, but for one (1) point.  
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o Where more than three schools participate in a contest, the other remaining 
schools may attempt the question, for one (1) point. 

o Incorrect answers attract a penalty point 
 

• Round 3-- True or False: The Quiz Master/Mistress makes a statement to each school and 
the team is to answer if the statement is true, or false.  

o A correct answer gives two (2) points, while a wrong answer causes the school to 
lose one point from the points it has already accrued. The objective of deducting 
points is to stop the contestants from guessing. 

o The question is thrown to the other schools with the same rule, if the first school 
declines to answer.  The first school to ring the bell gets the opportunity to answer 
the question.  

o Schools have 10 seconds to answer.  
 

• Round 4 -- Riddles:  There are four (4) riddles in this round and each question is open to 
all schools.  

o A series of clues to each riddle is given and the first school to press the bell is 
allowed to answer.  

o If the answer is wrong, that school can no longer compete for that particular 
question and the Quiz Master/Mistress gives more clues for the benefit of the 
other schools.  

o There is a weighting system on scoring, according to the number of clues given.  
Answering on the first clue gives five (5) points; on the 2nd clue gives four (4) 
points; and thereafter, three (3) points 

o No partial credit is awarded in this round. 
 
Additional Rules 

1. Contestants will not be allowed to use calculators for their contests. 
2. All teachers present will sit together in a designated area. The Primetime Team will 

designate seats for participating schools. Participants are to cooperate with them to ensure 
that the seating arrangements are followed. 

3. Where a school is dissatisfied with the answer to a question, the teacher is to alert the 
Primetime Production Supervisor IMMEDIATELY, who will provide the teacher with a 
Complaint Form, to be filled by the teacher. It is on the basis of this form that the Quiz 
Master/Mistress will review the incident.   

4. Where a school has evidence of cheating by another school, the teacher is to alert the 
Primetime Production Supervisor immediately, in order for appropriate action to be taken. 
Primetime reserves the right to disqualify a school caught cheating. 

5. Complaints about questions, or answers, and reports of cheating will not be entertained 
after the final results have been declared.    

6. Under no circumstance should a teacher or student attempt to disrupt the flow of the 
competition by interrupting, or attacking the quiz master/mistress, or contestants on stage. 
Doing so can result in the disqualification of the school.  

7. Tie breaks: Where there is a tie for first place in a contest, an extra question will be thrown 
to both schools and the contestants would have to ring the bell for the right to answer it.  

8. In the unlikely event that Primetime is unable to resolve a malfunction of the bells: 
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a. Bonus points will be passed on to the next school until the correct answer is given. 
b. Each school will be given its own Speed Race question to solve. However, if the 

school gets it wrong, the question will be passed on for a bonus point of one (1). 
c. Each school will be given its own riddle to solve. The weighted system will still apply. 

However, if the school gets it wrong, the riddle will be passed on for a bonus point 
of one (1). 

9. All participating schools are to conduct themselves with the utmost decorum; no taunting 
of other schools or contestants. 

10. The Quiz Master/Mistress is in charge of the adjudication of the programme. Thus, it lies 
firmly in his/her prerogative to award full, or partial marks, or none at all for answers given 
by contestants. 

11. Teachers are not allowed on stage while the quiz programme is in progress. 
12. Contestants must NOT ring the bell while another school is answering a question in Round 

One (1). This is considered to be bullying and may attract a penalty from the Quiz 
master/mistress for repeated infractions. 
 


